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W b en inthe Course of buman cvents, it becomes mecessary for one people to dissolve the political bands which bave commected them
with another, and to assume among the powers of the carth, the separate and equal station 1o which the Laws of Nature and of Nature's God entitle them, a decent respect
to the opinions of mankind requires that they should declare the causes which impel them 1o the separation. We bold these truths to be self-evident, that all men
are created equal, that they are endowed by their Creator with certain unalienable Rights, that among these are Life, Liberty and the pursuil of Happiness. That 1o secure
these rights, Governmenis are instituted among Men, deviving their just powers from the consent of the governed. That whemever any Form of Government becomes destructive
of these ends, it is the Right of the People to alter or to abolish it, and to institute mew Govermment, laying its foundation on such principles and organizing its pouwers
in such form, as to them shall scem most likely to effect their Safety and Happiness. Prudence, indeed, will dictate that Governments long established should not be
changed for light and transient causes; and accordingly all experience bath shewn, that mankind are more disposed to suffer, while evils are sufferable, than lo right them.
selves by abolishing the forms 1o which they are accustomed. But when a long train of abuses and wsurpations, purswing invariable the same Object, evinces a design to
reduce them wnder absolute Despotism, it is their right, it is their duty, 1o throw off swch Governmen!, and 10 provide mew Guards for their futwre secwrity. Such bas been
the pationt sufferamce of ihese Colonies: and suech is mow the mecessity which constrains them (o alter thair Jormur Systoms of Government. The bistory of the present
King of Great Britain is a history of reprated injvries and usurpations, all having in direct objec: the establishwent of an absointe Tyranny over these States. To prove
this, let Facts be submitted (o @ condid world, He bas refused bis Assent to Laws, the mos! wholosome amd wocessary [or public good. He has forbidden bis
Govermors fo pass laws of immodiate and pressing importance, unless suspended in their operation 1ill bis Assent should be obtaimed; and when so suspended, be bas
wtterly neglected 1o attend to them. He bas refused to pass other Laws for the accommodation o lnrge Jistricts of pecpie, unless those people would relinquish
the right of Representation in the Legislature, a right imestimable to them and formidable to tyramts only. He has called together legislative bodies at places un-
usual, uncomfortable, and distant from the depository of their public Records, for the sole purpose of fatiguing them into compliance with bis measures. He has
dissolved Represemtative Houses repeatedly, for opposing with manly firmness bis invasions on the rights of the people. He bas refused for a lomg time, after
such dissolulions, 1o cause others io be elected; whereby the Legislative powers, incapable of Annibilation, bave returned o the People at large for their exercise; the
State remaining in the meantime exposed to all the dangers of i ion from with and Isions within. He bas endeavoured to prevent the population
of these States; for that purpose obstructing the Laws for Naturalization of Foreigmers; refusing to pass others 1o encourage their migrations hither, and raising the con-
ditions of mew Appropriations of Lands. He bas obstructed the Administration of Justice, by refusing bis Assent 1o Laws for establishing Judiciary powers.
He bas made Judges dependent om his Will alone, for the temure of their offices, and the amount and payment of their salaries. He has erected a multitude of New
Offices, and sent bither swarms of Officers to barass owr people, and ecat out their substance. He bas kept among us in times of peace, Standing Armies without
the Consent of our legislatures. He has affected 1o render the Military independent of and superior to the Ciuvil power. He bas combined with others to
subject us 10 a jurisdiction foreign to owr comsiitution, and unackmowledged by our laws; giving bis Assent to their Acts of pretended Legislation: For guartering large
bodies of armed lroops among us: For protecting them. by a mock Trial, from pumisbment for amy Murders which they should commit on the Inbabitants of these Siates:
For cutting off owr Trade with all parts of the world: For imposing Taxes on us without our Consent: For depriving us in many cases, of the benefits of Trial by Jury:
For transporting us beyond Seas to be tried for pretended offcuces: For abolishing the [ree System of English Laws in a neighbouring Province, establishing therein on
Arbitrary covermment, and enlarging its Boundaries so as io render it al once an cxanple and fit instrament for introducing the same absolule yule into those Colomies:
Por takivy away owr Charlers, abolisbing owr most valwable Lavs, and altering (undamentally the Forms of our Governments: For suspending our own Legizlatures and
weclaring themselves invested with power to legislate for us in all cases whaisoever. e bas abdicated Government here, by declaring us out of His Proteciionand
waging War against ws. He bas plundered our seas, ravaged owr Coasts, burnt owr touns, and destroyed the lives of our people. He is at this time trams-
porting Iarge Armies of foreign Mercenaries to complete the works of deaik, desolation and iyranny. already begun with circumstances of Cruelty & pevfidy scarcely paral-
leled in the most barbarous ages, and 1otally umworthy the Head of a civilized mation. He bas constrained our fellow Citizens takenm Captive on the high Seas Io
bear Arms against their Country, fo become the executioners of their friends and Bretbrom, or o fall themselves by their Hands. He bas excited domestic inswr-
rections amongst ws, and has endeavoured to bring on the inkabitants of our frontiers, the merciless Imdiam Savages. whose k rule of warfare, is an undistinguished
destruction of all ages, sexes and conditions. In every stage of these Oppressions We bave Petitioned for Redress in the most bumble terms. Our repeated Petilions bave
been answered only by repeated injury. A Prince, whose character is thus marked by every act which may define a Tyrani, is unfit io be the ruler of a free people. Nor
have We been wanting in altention 10 our Brittish brethren. We have warned them from time fo time of altempts by their legislature to d an wnwa table jurisdiction
over us. We bave reminded them of the circumstances of our emigration and scttlement here. We bave appealed 1o their malive justice and magnanimity, and we have con-
fured them by the ties of owr common kindred to disavow these usurpations. which, would inevitably interrupt our commections and correspondence. They too have been
deaf to the voice of justice and of consanguinity. We must, therefore, acquiesce in the necessity which demounces our Separation, and hold them, as we bold the rest of
mankind, Enemics in War, in Peace Friends,

WE. THEREFORE, the Repvasmllclu'cs of the UNITED STATES of AMERICA, in General Congress, Assembled, appealing to the Supreme Judge of the
world for the reciitudc of our intentions, do, in (he Name. and by Authority of the good People of these Colomies, solemnly publizh and declare, That these United Colonies
are, and of Right ought 10 ko, PREE AND INDEPENDENT STATES: that they are Absolved from =l Allegiance to ihe Btitish Croww, and that all political comnection be-
botween them and the Siate of Great Eritain, is and ought to be totally dissolved; and that as Free and independeont State .tbey have full Power to levy War, conclude Peace,
contract Alliances, «stablish Commerce, and to do all other Acts and Things which INDEPENDENT Statas may of vight do. AND jor the swpport of this Declaration, with
a firm reliance on l’N protection of Divime Providence, we mutually pledge to each other our Lives, our Foums, and owr umd Homnor.
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